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Upcoming Events
October

20

23

Remote ParentTeacher Conferences
6:00 to 8:00
(dismissal at 1:52)
Provincial
Professional
Development Day

November

2-6
11
13
13
16
20
20

Numeracy/Literacy
Assessment Grade 10
Remembrance Day
End of Quarter One
School Photo retakes
Quarter Two begins
Formal Reports
mailed home
District Professional
Development Day

December
18 Last day of classes
before Christmas Break
to January 5, 2021

Allergies:
We have several students
and staff with lifethreatening allergies to foods
and scents here at PHSS. As
such, we ask that parents
avoid sending foods that
contain pickles, strawberries,
oranges, fish, jalapenos, sesame and all nuts. We are
also a scent-free
school.

Volume 1

Principal’s Message

Gilakas’la. This week marks the mid-point of our first quarter, and in reflecting back on
how the year has started, we are incredibly proud of the resiliency our students have shown.
Because students have followed the new safety rules and procedures, we are able to start
scheduling some extra programs. Our Food Program has begun again, and students were
treated to pancakes and muffins by our Support Team this week. Athletic clubs such as an
after-school fitness group and basketball teams are currently being planned to start soon.
SOGI Group and Games Club are also beginning to meet again. Students are encouraged
to talk to staff if they have ideas for other activities that can be done within our Covid 19
Response Guidelines.
This week, you will be receiving interim reports for your children. These reports are sent
home at the mid-point of the course for a check-in to ensure students are on track. Any
students who are not achieving a grade of 50% or more will have an ‘I Assignment’ enclosed
with their report cards. This assignment outlines the work that needs to be done by October
30, 2020, to bring the mark up to a passing level. Please note that we have extra supports
available for any students who find that they are struggling.
Parent-Teacher conferences are scheduled for October 20, 2020 to allow you to discuss your
child’s progress. You can schedule these interviews by contacting teachers directly through
email or phone, and this contact information is on the report cards. While report cards and
conferences are important scheduled events, please feel free to connect with your child’s
teacher by phone or email at any time. We value your input and support.
PHSS, along with all of our School District, took part in provincial Great Shakeout Earthquake Drill on October 15. We are proud of how seriously our students took this drill.
Drills provide a valuable opportunity to talk to students about how to be prepared at school
or at home in the event of an actual earthquake, and we encourage families to check out the
resources at https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/emergency-preparedness-responserecovery/preparedbc
Please note that in the event of an actual emergency, there are specific procedures that need
to be followed in order for families to pick up students. Students would only be released to
guardians or to people identified as emergency contacts in our system. Please return the enclosed Verification Forms to update this information.

Quarterly Schedule
Quarter One: Sept. 8- Nov. 13
Quarter Two: Nov. 16- Jan. 29
Quarter Three: Feb. 1- Apr. 23
Quarter Four: Apr. 26- June 24

Reporting Excused Absences
Please call the school at 250-949
-7443 or email phss@sd85.bc.ca.

Verification Forms
Enclosed is a contact verification form for your
enrolled student(s). Please review and if there are any
corrections or additions please change them on the
form and return to the PHSS office. This information
is very important to have in the event of an emergency.

Bussing
SD85 will no longer be allowing students on the
bus unless they are registered bus students.

COVID Safety Protocol for Visitors To Reduce Exposure:
Our outside doors remain locked, and the school is not
open for visitor drop-in.
Please call or email us with questions or to make an appointment.
Please do not use the track or the field during school hours.
If you drop off a forgotten item, please wear a mask.
Before pre-scheduled meetings, please wear a mask, sanitize,
sign in and check in at the office. These procedures are posted at the entrance as well for easy reference.

And as always:
The speed limit on the parking lot is 7 km/hr.
Please keep bus spots and fire lanes free.
Ms. Kunstar’s Science 10 class went to the Telegraph Cove
Whale Museum. There they learned about the various skeletons and how they are put together. They also learned
about the difference between resident and transient orca
whales. As well, they learned about the various human impacts on different whale species in B.C. waters.
The Social Justice 12 class took on
“Orange Shirt Day” this year because it seemed like the perfect fit.
They did a variety of different projects, either focusing on general information about Residential Schools or picking a specific
school and exploring that. Most projects were posters, but one
pair made a fantastic documentary about the Port Alberni Residential School. This is the link: https://youtu.be/rhgw2z6ga7E.
Classes were given paper shirts to decorate and colour showing
their support for “Every Child Matters”. Ms. Heavenor’s Art
Classes spent some time and created beautiful larger shirt designs. Various videos were shown to support the students’ learning. All these projects and innitiatives opened up valuable discussions in our classrooms.

In order to maintain a uniform, safe and efficient way of
dispensing medication at school, if your child requires medication and you have not filled out the required form
(Medication and/or Treatment Data; or Diabetes Medication Administration) please contact the office and request a
form. Please have the form completed by your doctor, sign
it yourself and return it to the school as
soon as possible. This procedure complies
with school board policy regarding medications to be taken at school.

The grade 10 cohort went out to Grant Bay. The skies opened
up and the weather was beautiful and sunny!
Students explored the beach
while doing an outdoor
scavenger hunt for natural
items and were allowed
only to use their memories
and the memories of their
group to describe what they
found.

