PO Box 27
9350 Granville St
Port Hardy, BC
V0N 2P0

www.phss.ca

Home Of The Whalers
May 2017

Upcoming Events
June
10

Convocation ceremony

22

Year-end awards ceremony
@ 6:30

23-28 Provincial exams
27

Last day of classes

28-29 In-class exams
30

School closed

July
5

Final report cards mailed

September
5

School-based In-service
Day

6

School opens from 8:50 to
12:20

7

First regular day of classes

PHSS PAC News
The PHSS Parent Advisory
Council is always looking for parents to participate in meetings and
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Principal’s Message
Gilakas’la! As we begin our last month of the school year, we have much
to celebrate. In addition to our focus on academic success, as a staff we have
been actively seeking opportunities to have students connect with our local
place and take their learning outside.
There are many examples of this success. Forestry students have spent two
weeks this spring immersed in the field, and they are excited to talk about
the connections they made to the industry. Similarly, a small group of students return today from three days’ field work in Hakai Pass exploring the
ecosystem and learning about the local history there. Our students will be
taking part in Aboriginal Day celebrations June 21, and canoe trips are
planned for the last week of June. Elders continue to honour us with sharing their extensive local knowledge, and plans are underway for the creation
of a drum log for PHSS. Families are invited to stop by and see the progress
that students and staff have made in revitalizing the school garden. It has
been rewarding to watch student take ownership of these activities and show
engagement in their learning.
The timetable for the 2017-18 school year is nearly complete, and students will be receiving information on their schedules later this month.
Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns you may have
regarding your child’s courses.
Sincerely,
Rena Sweeney, Principal
rsweeney@sd85.bc.ca

I -Only Reports
This reporting period, we are sending home only I-Reports for courses
that students are not currently passing. Formal reports will be mailed home
on July 5th.

other activities around the school. If
you are interested in coming to a

Awards Ceremony

PAC meeting, please feel free to

The PHSS 2017 Awards Ceremony
will be held on Thursday,
June 22nd at 6:30 in the
Multi-Purpose room.

join us. No commitment necessary.
Next Meeting:
September 2017—
2017 —Date TBA

Speed Limit
A reminder that
the speed limit on
school grounds is 7
km/h .

May 2017
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Library

Garden Project 2017

There are 72 library books and textbooks still outstanding from previous The students in the Foods 10-12 clasyears and 114 library books and text books overdue so far this year.
ses have been working hard this year to
Recently notices were delivered to individual students and an up-to-date take back our garden. It started last
semester with the need to reclaim the
list is posted outside the Learning Commons.
beds from years of neglect. Guerrilla
Please check at home and in lockers for
gardening at its best! This semester the
all outstanding books. Textbooks and novels
classes have weeded, mixed soil, and
for this semester need to be handed in to the
planted various crops.
classroom teacher on or before the last week of
school in June.

We have the help of many people and
organizations this year including donations from PAC and the School Board, reduced cost of sea soil from Port Hardy Bull and peat moss from Home
Hardware, plus a donation of two yards of sea soil from Sea Soil in Port McNeill (with pick up from Hans Janse).
The Foods classes did a blueberry plant fundraiser with some of the money going to purchase seeds for this endeavour. Five blueberry bushes were generously donated to the garden and have been planted.
We are currently working on raising money to fence the garden so that the beds are protected from animals running through or vandalism of our plants. We have a vision for our school garden and are excited to see this taking
shape. Stay tuned, the best is yet to come!

Woodwork 8
The grade 8 elective rotations are 6 weeks long. In that time,
Brie Watson and Taylor Andrews went above and beyond with
their projects. Brie completed an elaborate easel and Taylor completed a side table, sanding block, and 3D puzzles.

